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Year Grcup: Years 5 and 6 (KS2) Date: Monda%
Sub&'zct: Art &D,e/si.gn- Artist Research

LO: I can Ldzni:i.,uﬁ% abstract /X pesslOoNLSM

Prior l,earning: Artist research xxrmplziﬂ,d in wnit | n M/sl,exé

(ax:i:icn art'usi:)

K,a_% Facts:

Within abstract ecpressionism were Lwo broad groupings: the so-
colled action painters, who attacked their canyvases with
eXpressine brush strokes; and the colour {Lzld painters who {Lllzd
their canyvases writh largz areans U{ a /singlz colour.

The action paintzm& were led b,lé, Joackson Pollock and Willem de chning,
who worked in a ﬁpcntanzcuﬁ mercviz&aicm& manner U}izn Ju/s.in,g l,ar,gz

brushes to make sweeping gestural marks. Pollock famously placed his
canvas on the ground and danced around it, pouring paint from the can or
trailing it from the brush or a stick. In this W aly, the action painters
dirzctl% placzd their inner meulﬁz/s onto the canavas.

The second grouping included Mark Rothko, Barnett New man and Cl%éécrd
Still. Thz% Were dzzpl% interested in rzligicn and m%ih and created ﬁmelz

ccmpcﬁiiicnﬁ with largz areas 0{ colowr intended Lo prcducz a

ccntzmplativz or meditational response in the miewer. In an essoy written
in 1948 Barnett Newrmann said: ITnstead of making cothedraols out of Christ,
man, or "Life’, we are making it out of ourselyves, out of our own

{z,elxngzs' This apprcaﬁh to painting dzvzlcpzd from around 1960 into what

became known as colour }L,eld paxnixng characterised b% artists using

J.,Qf,g,l areas ,O'% more or 1.2/&/3 a /SLILQLE %lﬂt £DLDMF

New l.zarni.ng:

The ,follo-wing Links mkght be Ju/s,e{(.ul to h,elp you Lo Ldznti{%

abstract LXPressionism

- hi:i:p/s,://wwur.bznmo/slz%ari.pcm/abcui/

- http/s://www.taiz.nrg.Juk/ari/art—tzrm/s/a/ab/straci -eXpressionism
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Aﬁti.)\/'i.t% |:
U/sing the links abowre, create a foct {LL@, on Purplz Mash about
abstract expressionism. A 2do wrill be set for you to ccmplztz

this actiu—i.hé.

Your foct {le should answer these questions.

e What is abstract expressionism?

e What tools do abstract expressionists use and how do
they use them?

e What do you think of abstract expressionism?

e Who Is your farvourite artist from this morvement and

why?
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